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EDUCATION

A Special Series on the 2021 Teachers of the Year & School Related Employees of the Year

SPRING HILL ELEMENTARY

Celebrating Teachers and 
World Changers

Colleen Fail, Spring Hill 
Elementary Teacher of 

the Year

Skintastic Joins 
Hernando Sun, Parents & Students
in Recognizing Spring Hill Elementary’s: 
Teacher of the Year
Colleen Fail

School-Related 
Employee of the Year: 
Brianna Maier

Because of Skintastic’s generosity, Ms. Fail will receiveBecause of Skintastic’s generosity, Ms. Fail will receive $100 for classroom supplies! $100 for classroom supplies! 

Proudly serving 
Hernando County Since 2011 

AREA’S MOST ESTABLISHED MED SPA

“ I am a former teacher, so I know 
the dedication it takes to succeed. Mrs 
Tormey(SHES Principal) was my 

daughter’s 2nd and 4th grade  teacher 
and she is amazing.”  

--Janie Rushnell, Skintastic Founder

Spring Hill Elementary 
Teacher of the Year

Colleen Fail 3rd Grade

Spring Hill 
Elementary 

School Related 
Employee of the 

Year
Brianna Maier

Congratulations and 
Thank you for your 

hard work!
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Bart Bunny likes to doodle when he’s talking on the phone. See if you can �nd:
❏ 3 pizza slices      ❏ 2 rockets      ❏ 5 carrots       ❏ 4 bunnies       ❏ a baseball     ❏ 2 birds

        rab your crayons and let’s 
          have some drawing fun!G

Bebe Bunny loves to start with a letter of the 
alphabet and see what kind of drawing she 
can make from it. Here’s what she made 
using the letter B.

Give it a try! Create pictures using these 
letters. Remember that you can turn the 
letters sideways or upside down.

1. 2.

3.
4.

Doodling with the Alphabet

Phone Doodles

Barb Bunny used markers to create colorful Easter eggs. 
Can you make an exact duplicate of each egg?

Eggs-actly Alike

Can you draw the 
other half of 
Bixby Bunny?

Half & Half

BORING BOUQUET: This �ower is a little blah. Use crayons to add 
a big bunch of beautiful blooms to this bouquet!

1. 2.

3. 4.

This is how Bebe transformed the letter F.

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to 

locate information.

Find these things in 
the newspaper:
a number greater 
than a million
a face with 
glasses
something to 
play with
a happy word
a symbol of 
spring

•

•

•

•
•

Springtime 
Search

Did Bart doodle more stars or more �owers?

How many eggs can you 
�nd on this page?

Bella Bunny drew some 
different lines. She made a 
picture out of the first one. 

Work with a family member to 
see what you can make out of 

the other lines. 

Children are born curious.
From their earliest days, sensory exploration 
brings delight and wonder. New discoveries 
expand their minds.  When they unlock the 
joy of reading, their world widens further. 

Magic happens.
Kid Scoop opens the doors of discovery 

for elementary school children by providing 
interactive, engaging and relevant 

age-appropriate materials designed to 
awaken the magic of reading at school, 

at home, and throughout their lives.

For more information about our literacy 
non-pro�t, visit kidscoopnews.org

Which part of a chocolate bunny 
do you eat first? Why?

Standards Link: Language Arts: Understand the main 
idea or message.

Which Am I?
Play this game with a buddy. Player one picks 
a story or picture in the newspaper. Player two 
asks “yes” or “no” questions until correctly 
identifying the story or picture.

THE ART OF PATTERNS: Draw the art supply that should come next in each row to 
continue the pattern.
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

The verb transform means 
to change the form, shape 

or look of something.

TRANSFORM

Try to use the word 
transform in a sentence 
today when talking with 
your friends and family 

members.

Stacy was able to 
transform a cardboard 
box into a cool rocket 
ship with construction 

paper, markers and tape.

This week’s word:
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If you enjoyed the feature above, there’s even more Kid Scoop 
interactive learning fun at www.kidscoop.com! Download our 

copier-friendly seven-page Drawing and Doodling with the Bunny 
Buddies package today. It’s perfect for busy teachers and parents.

Stumped? Answers at www.kidscoop.com

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

THE ART OF PATTERNS:
Draw the art supply that should come next 

in each row to continue the pattern. The verb transform means 
to change the form, shape 

or look of something.

TRANSFORM

Try to use the word 
transform in a sentence 
today when talking with 
your friends and family 

members.

Stacy was able to 
transform a cardboard 
box into a cool rocket 
ship with construction 

paper, markers and tape.

This week’s word:
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If you enjoyed the feature above, there’s even more Kid Scoop 
interactive learning fun at www.kidscoop.com! Download our 

copier-friendly seven-page Drawing and Doodling with the Bunny 
Buddies package today. It’s perfect for busy teachers and parents.

Stumped? Answers at www.kidscoop.com

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

THE ART OF PATTERNS:
Draw the art supply that should come next 

in each row to continue the pattern.

What inspired you to become a teacher?
 I can tell you the exact place I was when I 
realized that elementary education and being 
a teacher was the path I needed to be on. 
It made sense because I have always loved 
learning. School was always a happy place for 
me as a child. I almost seconded-guessed my-
self though because I remembered days when 
learning got very challenging. I remembered 
feeling that I would never get it despite all the 
effort I was putting in. Then, it was almost as 
though a light switched on and I could picture 
the teachers that were there for me to help 
me through those moments. They still hold 
a special place in my heart. My inspiration 
for becoming a teacher was the challenging 
moments and knowing that I wanted to help 
students through them by building trusting re-
lationships and instilling in them that they can 
do it. Learning new things can be hard, but 
having someone in your court every step of 
the way can change your mindset from an “I 
can’t do this,” to an “I will be able to do this.”

Where are you from and what is your educa-
tional background/experience?

 I was born in Ohio, moved to Maine in 
elementary school, and moved down to 
Pinellas County, Florida as a sophomore 
in high school. I went to the University of 
Florida (Go Gators!) for both my Bachelor’s 
and Master’s degrees. I began my teaching 
career in Citrus County where I taught for six 
years before moving to Hernando. I’ve taught 
here for five years, and have been at Spring 
Hill Elementary for four years. I love being a 
SHES panther! I have taught both fifth grade 
and third grade.

What is your most memorable moment as a 
teacher?

I set out on a mission each school year to 
have my students fall in love with reading. 
There are usually some groans in the begin-
ning when I tell my new class that they will 
become wild

readers. I’ve even had students tell me that 
they only read because they have to and not 
because they enjoy it. My most memorable 
moment has to do with falling in love with 
reading. I can vividly remember all my stu-
dents on the edge of their seats as I finished 
a novel. In those last few chapters, I watched 
my students experience every emotion you 
can imagine from sadness all the way to joy. 
When I closed the book, they sat in silence 
and stared at me with a look of wonder in 
their eyes. I said the first thing that came to 

my mind, I told them 
it had a sequel. Every 
single student in the 
classroom started cheer-
ing and asked when 
we could start it. I told 
them it didn’t come out 
for another month. They 
begged me to preorder it 
and to not read it before I 
could read it with them as it 
came out over spring break that 
year. They couldn’t wait to know 
what would happen next for our main 
character. This moment was so memorable to 
me because it was a turning point for many 
students that day. They saw reading as more 
than just something they had to do, it became 
something they could be passionate about, 
go on adventures with, learn about the world 
with, or just spend time enjoying. One of my 
goals is to relive that memorable moment 
each year with every new class. I love when 
students truly find joy in something.

What is a challenge that you’ve faced as a 
teacher and how did you solve it?

I can remember the last few minutes be-
fore dismissal on March 12, 2020. Students 
were saying goodbye to each other, giving 
hugs, and saying things like, “See you in a 
week! Have a great Spring Break!” Then, 
we got word over Spring Break we wouldn’t 
be returning to school in person which then 
became the rest of our school year together. 
Teachers had a challenge to navigate the new 
waters of digital learning and still maintain 
a sense of normalcy for their students. This 
was a challenge I did not foresee happening 
that school year and it was a complete shift 
in teaching. I vowed to make sure that my 
students still had a wonderful experience for 
the rest of their school year. I scheduled live 
teaching sessions as well as fun weekly live 
sessions for us to continue building relation-
ships and feel the joy of learning, I even in-
vited special teachers to join us. The biggest 
piece to solving this challenge though was 
working together with my third-grade team 
to create engaging lessons, fun activities, and 
great experiences for our third graders. Solv-
ing this challenge as a team was an essential 
part of our success with distance learning and 
for our students. I love that we were able to 
lean on each other and make something that 
started as a challenge into something success-
ful.


